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From the Principal: 
 
The children received the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
this week in preparation for Christmas. As a child, I 
used to go to confession every other week. No, I 
wasn’t that naughty, that was just the norm. I would 
take my brothers and sisters and we would meet up 

with our friends at the corner. We would  walk the 15 blocks 
to church, pouring over the St. Joseph Missalette’s examination 
of conscience checklist. We would all discuss how many times 
someone did something, etc. We would put our chapel veils on 
our heads and then go to confession. As an adult, I truly 
appreciate the beauty of the Sacrament. Imagine how great it is 
to hear the priest say “I absolve you in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 
I came across an article in Growing in Faith entitled,   “Help your 
child make a good Confession.”  All children need reassurance 
that they are loved even when they mess up. That’s why Jesus 
created the Sacrament of Reconciliation. He wanted to give us 
an outward sign of His unconditional love and forgiveness. Try 
these tips to help children appreciate God’s special, forgiving 
love. 

• “Who, me?” Children often think of sin as relative. It’s okay 
to hit him, he hit me first. I took her pencil, because she took 
my glove. Children need to know that God’s rules are the ones 
to follow. Use the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes as 
guides. 

• “Say you’re sorry.” Even young children can understand the 
need to say they’re sorry when they do something wrong. 
That’s the first step toward taking responsibility for our actions 
and changing our behavior. 

• Change.  Avoiding future sin means deciding to change. The 
priest hearing confession may have suggestions, but you can also 
help your child figure out how to keep from “messing up” in the 
future. 
• Remember forgiving sin is what God loves to do most. 
The most effective way to convince our children of the value of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation is to seek it ourselves. If you 
haven’t been to confession in a long time, remember that it is 
first and foremost a sacrament of healing. And welcoming a 
penitent sinner back to God’s forgiveness is one of a priest’s 
greatest joys.  
 
Sports Update 
 
Basketball:  The 6th grade girls played two games 
last weekend.  They beat Visitation by a score of 
17-10.  They lost to St. Eleanor by a score of 26-20.  
This weekend, they  played in a tournament at St. 
Theresa. 
The 6th grade boys were beaten by Visitation by a score of  
41-11 last Saturday.  They also played in the St. Theresa 
Tournament this weekend. 

Student Achievements 
 

Congratulations to Stuart Gibson who recently 
received an $8,000 scholarship to Kennedy Kenrick 
Catholic High School!  Stuart will received $2,000 per 

year toward his tuition at KK in recognition of his 
excellent performance on the entrance exam.  We are 

proud of you, Stuart! 
Jonathan Cassidy will perform in the Archdiocesan 
Boy Choir on Sunday, December 16th at 2:30pm at 
St. Peter the Apostle Church at 5th and Girard 
Street in Philadelphia.  The ticket price is $10 for adults and $8 
for students and seniors.  We are proud to have Jonathan 
representing our school ! 
 
 

Pre-K News 
 
 Our Four year old preschoolers had  a great deal of fun this 
week.  The little ones completed their preschool 

adaptation of Bill Martin Jr.’s “Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, What Do You See?”.  Their big 
book comes complete with blue hippos, rainbow 

cats, and red crocodiles, to name a few of the 
animals found within its pages.  The children’s self portraits are 
adorable and the book is now circulating among each child’s 
family.  We have 22 children in our preschool and it is absolutely 
amazing that the children can actually name which of their friends 
drew the adorable animals.  Hats off to you, little ones! 
The other highlight of the week was the celebration of “Pajama 
Day” on Wednesday.  This coincides with the 
introduction of the letter “P”.  They all wore their 
jammies to school and ate popcorn while they enjoyed 
the movie Peter Pan.  Mr. Fahmi, Sarah’s dad, provided 
pizza which was enjoyed by everyone.  The generosity of the 
Fahmi family is greatly appreciated!  
 
 
Mystery Teacher 
 
How well do you know the Epiphany faculty?  Were you able to 
guess that last week’s mystery teacher was Mrs. Michelle Tadeo, 
our first grade teacher?  
This week’s mystery teacher was interviewed by 6th grader 
Gianna D’Elia.  She has two bachelor’s degrees.  Her favorite 
color is blue.  Her favorite subject that she doesn’t teach is ILA 
and her least favorite subject is Math.  Her favorite sport is 
football.  Her favorite holiday is Christmas and her favorite 
season is winter.  Her favorite month is June.  She once dressed 
up like an M&M.  Her lucky number is three and her lucky object 
is a bracelet.  Her favorite song is ‘I Want to Be Your Everything’ 
and her favorite movie is ‘Ferris Bueller’s Day Off’.  She likes to 
watch ‘The Office’.  Can you guess who she is? 


