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A Note from the Pastor 
Congratulations and prayerful best wishes to 
all of you on receiving the Blue Ribbon School 
of Excellence award from the U.S. Department 
of Education.  As the new pastor of Epiphany 
of Our Lord Parish, it was an honor and 

privilege for me to represent all of you at the Omni 
Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C., Nov. 3, when Miss 
Havey, our parish elementary school principal, and Mrs. 
Albone, our pre-3 Teacher, accepted the award on your 
behalf.  May God continue to bless all of you for your efforts 
on behalf of Epiphany of Our Lord School! 
 
 

A Note from the Principal 
Celebrate Christmas Like the First 
One   Celebrating Christmas can be 
anything but peaceful. Between the extra 
spending, shopping and holiday activities 
leading up to Christmas we may be more 
stressed at this time than at any other 
time of the year. Yet, Jesus certainly 

doesn’t want it that way. He spent his first day on earth in a 
manger. His first outfit was little more than wrappings of 
cloth and his first gifts weren’t entertaining. Why not learn 
from the first Christmas how to truly celebrate His birth? 
Surround yourself with family. Jesus spent that first night 
in the company of his parents. Their gifts to Him were simple: 
love and attention. Celebrate Christ’s birth with family or 
invite others who otherwise celebrate alone. Praise God 
like the angels . There is an abundance of amazing Christmas 
hymns and carols to sing out praise. Renew the tradition of 
caroling in your neighborhood or host a caroling party by 
inviting family and friends to share their joy through song. 
Give gifts from the heart . What gifts can you offer from 
your treasure of talent? Remember, gifts from the heart are 
more valuable than anything you can find in a 
store.  Growing in Faith December 2009 
 

The Advent Wreath is set up. The Jesse Tree 
has been started. We also have the Nativity 
scene that Fr. Christ carved on display. We are 
waiting just like the people of long ago. Have a 
Blessed Advent. 

Student and Alumni News 
Congratulations to Christina Mastropaolo (’03)!  She was 
named the Colonial Athletic Association Field Hockey Player 
of the Week for the fourth time this season.   
 

We’d also like to congratulate Christopher Rathke for being 
awarded high honors by the International Mathematics and 
Verbal Talent Search for being among the highest scoring 
participants in Pennsylvania during the 2009 Academic Year. 

School News 
In pre-k 3, Mrs. D’Elia’s class has begun to 
learn about Advent by making Advent wreath 
and chains to count the days in Advent.   They 
will also visit the church to see the Manger 
Scene. 
Mrs. Albone’s pre-k 4 class  began its celebration of the 
Advent season by making paper chains to help them count the 
days until Christmas.  They also learned about the letter X. 
In Religion, Mrs. Koneski’s  kindergarten class  talked 
about how God made all people.  In Science, they began working 
with their five senses. 

In first grade, Mrs. Dunsmore’s class  
exchanged pen pal letters with their first grade 
friends from St. James School.  The children are 
learning about Advent, horizontal and vertical 
subtraction, proper nouns, and enjoying 
Christmas art projects. 

Mrs. Morasco’s second graders are learning +10 in 
Math.  They continued to discuss the Ten Commandments and 
prepared for the Sacrament of Penance. 
In third grade, Ms. Palcko’s class  discussed Advent and the 
‘Reason for the Season’.  They read stories about the Jesse 
Tree.  In Science, they investigated how things move. 
Miss Catania’s fourth graders  are excited to celebrate the 
holy season of Advent.  They busily made puppets for their 
Christmas play.  They used creative writing tools in their 
compositions.  They were intrigued by the story of William 
Penn. 
In fifth grade, Miss Miller’s class learned about the Rocky 
Mountain States.  They also worked on a special Art project for 
Advent. 
Mrs. O’Hagan’s sixth graders  were excited to learn the 
story of David and Goliath and how God chose David to lead 
Israel. 
In seventh grade, Mrs. Mower’s class  is studying up on 
Advent.  They read Gospel passages and completed essay 
questions. 
Mrs. D’Amelio’s eighth graders began a chapter on 
adjectives and worked on Ballad poems. 
In Sister Regina’s Music Room,  
children in grades 1- 4 have been working 
on rhythmic notation (counting beats), 
students in grades 5-6 are researching 
music found in various 
countries.  Students in grades 7-8 are 
learning about important twosomes in 
music song-writing. 
In Italian, Senora Natale’s sixth grade class is making posters 
for their classroom. 
In Miss Mariani’s Science Lab, all students are working on 
chemical reactions by doing labs.  


