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The Year of the Priest

The Church celebrates the Year of the Priest
June 19, 2009 - June 19, 2010

As declared by Pope Benedict XV,

will be a time to encourage “spiritual perfection” among priests, as well as a time to
support and thank them for their service to the church.

Please pray for this
special and holy year:

A Prayer for Our Priests
As Almighty God, in your love
you bless your Church with priests,

a sign of your faithfulness to your people.
May our prayerful encouragement,
during this year and years to come,

help them remain faithful to the calling
they have received from you.
As they tend your flock,
grant them a caring heart.

In them may we know the voice of Christ,
our Good Shepherd, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever. Amen.
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A Priestly Prayer
Loving God, you called me to the priesthood.
Faithful God, you sustain me in my vocation.
Help me live a priestly life,
throughout this year and all my days.
Keep me faithful to your will
and to my ministry in word and sacrament.
May your people find the presence of Christ
in my steadfast witness to the Gospel
as I serve them and guide them.
1 pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
and through your Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever. Amen.
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